Sunday, April 23, 2023
Second Sunday of Pascha -Tone 1
St. Thomas the Apostle

Troparion:
From the sealed tomb, Thou didst shine forth, O Life! Through closed doors Thou didst come to Thy

disciples, O Christ God! Renew in us, through them, an upright spirit, by the greatness of Thy mercy, O
resurrection of alll

You were bound for good deeds, O martyr of Christ: George; by faith you conquered the torturer’s
godlessness. You were offered as a sacrifice pleasing to God; thus you received the crown of victory.
Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is granted to all.

Kontakion:

God raised you as his own gardener, O George, for you have gathered for yourself the sheaves of virtue.
Having sown in tears, you now reap with joy; you shed your blood in combat and won Christ as your crown.
Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is granted to alll.

Thomas touched Thy life-giving side with an eager hand, O Christ God, when Thou didst come to Thy
apostles through closed doors. He cried out with all: Thou art my Lord and my God!

Prokeimenon in the 3rd Tone:
Great is our Lord and abundant in power. His understanding is beyond measure.
(Vs.) Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God!

Tone 7 (St. George):
The righteous one shall rejoice in the Lord and shall set his hope on Him.

Epistle:
The reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (Acts 5:12-20)

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And
they were all together in Solomon's Portico. None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in
high honor. And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, so
that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came
by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. The people also gathered from the towns around
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. But the high
priest rose up and all who were with him, that is, the party of the Sad'ducees, and filled with jealousy they
arrested the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the
prison doors and brought them out and said, "Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the
words of this Life."

In those days, Herod the king laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. He killed James
the brother of John with the sword; and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter
also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. And when he had seized him, he put him in prison,
and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to
the people. So Peter was kept in prison; but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. The
very night when Herod was about to bring him out, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with
two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison; and behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared, and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, "Get up
quickly." And the chains fell off his hands. And the angel said to him, "Dress yourself and put on your
sandals." And he did so. And he said to him, "Wrap your mantle around you and follow me." And he went



out and followed him; he did not know that what was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing
a vision. When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the
city. It opened to them of its own accord, and they went out and passed on through one street; and
immediately the angel left him. And Peter came to himself, and said, "Now | am sure that the Lord has sent
his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”
(Acts 12:1-11)

Alleluia Verses:
Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our Savior!
(Vs.) For the Lord is a great God, and a great King over all the earth.

Tone 4 (St. George)
The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree and shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

Gospel:
The Holy Gospel According to St. John. (Chapter 20:19-31)

When it was late, that same day, the first of the week, though the doors where the disciples gathered had
been closed for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst and said to them, “Peace be to you!”
And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. The disciples therefore rejoiced at
the sight of the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be to you! As the Father has sent me, | also send
you.” When He had said this, He breathed upon them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit; whose
sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.” Now
Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples
therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in His hands the print
of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side | will not believe.”
And after eight days, His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being
closed, and stood in their midst, and said, “Peace be to you!” Then He said to Thomas. “Bring here your
finger, and see my hands; and bring here your hand, and put it into my side; and be not unbelieving, but
believing.” Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Because you
have seen me, Thomas, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet have believed.”
Many other signs also Jesus worked in the sight of His disciples, which are not written in this book. But
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may
have life in His name.

The Lord said to His disciples, “I| command you that you love one another. If the world hates you, know
that it has hated me before you. If you were of the world, the world would love what is its own. But because
you are not of the world, but | have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember
the word | have spoken to you. No servant is greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they
will persecute you also; if they have kept my word, they will keep yours also. But all these things they will
do to you for my name’s sake, because they do not know the one who sent me. If | had not come and
spoken to them, they would have no sin. But now they have no excuse for their sin. Anyone who hates
me hates my Father also. If | had not done among them works such as no one else has done, they would
have no sin. But now they have seen, and have hated both me and my Father; but that the word written in
their Law may be fulfilled, ‘They have hated me without cause.” But when the Advocate has come, whom
| will send you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness
concerning me. And you also bear witness, because from the beginning you are with me. These things |
have spoken to you that you may not be tempted to lose your faith. They will expel you from the
synagogues. Yes, the hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think he is offering worship to God.”
(John 15:17-27; 16:1)



